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A.) AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

1 . (currently amended) A method of configuring a single network access device of a 
computer of a subscriber having a first subscription to a first service provider of a first service 
network and a second subscription to a second service provider of a second service network, the 
network access device comprising a cable modem connected through a high - speed cable access 
network to one of the first and second service networks, the method comprising: 

transmitt i ng, to the subscriber, user credentials for accessing caoh of the first and second 
s e rv i ce n e tworks, the user cr e dential s for stor age- by th e computer, 

receiving, from the subscriber, a first request for access to the first service network; 

assigning, to the network access device in response to the first request , a first network 
address allocated by the cable access network to the first service provide r, the first network 
address used by the network access device to communicate data over the cable access network to 
the first service network fe r acce s sing th e first service network, in r es pon se to th e first request : 

receiving, from the subscriber, a second request to change from the first service network 
to the second service network; 

initiating, in response to the second request, a network address change request to release 
the first network address using a configuration protocol without changing th e-user-eredentiate-ef 
tho subscriber for the first service network; and 

assignin g, to the network access device, a second network address allocated by the cable 
access network to the second service provider - to - the network acc e ss devic e, the second network 
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address used by the network access device to communicate data over the cable access network to 
the second service network. 

2. (previously presented) The method of Claim 1, wherein said first and second requests 
include an authentication request for the subscriber. 

3. (previously presented) The method of Claim 2 y wherein said initiating further 
comprises transmitting an authentication status for the subscriber to the second service provider, 
wherein the network address change request is initiated only when the second service provider 
authenticates the authentication status of the subscriber. 

4. (previously presented) The method of Claim 1, wherein the configuration protocol is a 
dynamic host configuration protocol (DHCP). 

5. (previously presented) The method of Claim 1, wherein at least one of the first and 
second network addresses comprise an Internet Protocol address. 

6. (previously presented) The method of Claim 5 V further comprising: 

transmitting to the subscriber a plurality of updated service provider choices to which the 
subscriber may additionally subscribe. 

7. (currently amended) A method of configuring a single network access device of a 

computer of a subscriber having a first subscription to a first service provider of a first service 

network and a second subscription to a second service provider of a second service network, the 
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network access device comprising a cable modem connected through a high - speed cable access 
network infrastructure to one of the first and second service networks, the method comprising: 

transmitting, to the subsc ri ber, u s er credentials for accessing oaoh of the first and se cond 
service networks, th e user cr e dential s for storage by th e computer; 

receiving, from the subscriber, a first request for access to the first service network; 

assigning, to the network access device in response to the first request a first network 
address allocated by the cable access infrastructure to the first service provide r, the first network 
address used bv the network access device to communicate data over the cable access 
infrastructure to the first service network for accessing the first service network, i n response to 



receiving, from the subscriber, a second request to change from the first service network 
to the second service network; 

initiating, in response to the second request, a network address change request to release 
the first network address using a dynamic host configuration protocol without changing the user 
c redentials of the s ub s criber for th e first se rvice n e twork ; and 

assignin g, to the network access device , a second network address allocated bv the cable 
access infrastructure to the second service provider to the network acce ss device , the second 
network address used by the network access device to communicate data over the cable access 
infrastructure to the second service network. 

8. (currently amended) A method of configuring a network access device to obtain a 
network address allocated to a selected service provider, the network access device comprising a 

4 



PACE fl/18 ■ RCVD AT 3/30/2005 8:48:10 PM [Eastern Standard Tlmel * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/1 * ON1S:8729306 * C84D: 12035476 129 • DURATION (mnvss>:12-18 




To: 'USPTO Page 10 of 18 



2005-03-31 01:48:51 (GMT) 



12035476129 From Charles Rattner 



cable modem connected through a high -s p ee d cable access network to a plurality of service 
providers to which the subscriber has subscribed, comprising: 

tran s mitting, to the subscriber, us e r cr e dential s for acc es sing each of the plurality of 
service providers, the user credent i als for storag e by a comput e r of th e s ub s criber ■ 

receiving, from the subscriber, a first request for access to a first service provider from 
the plurality of service providers; 

assigning, to the network access device in response to the first request , a first network 
address allocated by the cable access infrastructure to the network access device for 
communicating data over the cable access infrastructure to the first service provide r, in response 
to the first request ; 

receiving, from the subscriber, a second request to access a selected service provider 
from the plurality of service providers, wherein the second request includes an authentication 
request for the subscriber based on the user credentials; 

receiving a response from the cable access network, wherein said response includes an 
authentication status for the subscriber; and 

when the subscriber is authenticated, initiating a network address change request using a 
host configuration protocol, whereby the first network address allocated to the first service 
provider is released with o ut changing th e u se r c r e d e ntials ^ > f th e subscriber fo r the plurality of 
servi ce provider s, and a second network address allocated by the cable access network to the 
selected service provider is assigned to the network access device, the second network address 
being utilized by the network access device to communicate data with the selected service 
provider over the cable access network . 
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9. (previously presented) The method recited in Claim 8, wherein the host configuration 
protocol is a dynamic host configuration protocol (DHCP). 

10. (previously presented) The method recited in Claim 9 y wherein the network access 
device receives an Internet Protocol address. 

1 1 . (currently amended) A method of configuring a single network access device of a 
computer of a subscriber having a first subscription to a first service provider of a first service 
network and a second subscription to a second service provider of a second service network, the 
network access device comprising a cable modem c onnected through a high speed cable access 
network communicating with a service activation system to the first and second service 
networks, the method comprising: 

tran s mitting, to the subscriber, user credentials for aooossing oaoh of the first and second 
service networks, the u s er credentials for s torage by the computer; 

receiving, from the subscriber, a first request for access to the first service network; 

assigning, to the network access device, a first network address allocated bv the cable 
access network to the first service provider for accessing the first service network, in response to 
the first request; 

receiving, from the subscriber, a second request to change from the first service network 
to the second service network; 
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sending authentication information for the second service provider to the service 
activation system; 

receiving an authentication status from the service activation system and, if authenticated; 
initiating a network address change request using a configuration protocol, 
whereby a second network address allocated to the second service provider by the cable 
access network is assigned to the network access device, the second network address being 
utilized by the network access device to communicate data packets over the cable access network 
to the second service network* and the first network address is released without changing the user 
credential s of the s ubscrib e r for the fir s t servic e n e twork . 

12. (currently amended) A method of configuring a single network access device of a 
computer of a subscriber having a first subscription to a first service provider of a first service 
network and a second subscription to a second service provider of a second service network, the 
network access device comprising a cable modem connected through a high - sp ee d cable access 



second service networks, the method comprising: 

t ransmitting, to the subscrib e r, user credent i als for accessing each of th e fir s t and se cond 
se rvice networks, th e us e r cr e dentials for s t orag e by the comput e r; 

receiving, from the subscriber, a first request for access to the first service network; 

assigning, to the network access device, a first network address allocated by the cable 
access infrastructure to the first service provider for accessing the first service network, in 
response to the first request; 
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receiving, from the subscriber, a second request to change from the first service network 
to the second service network; 

sending authentication information for the second service provider to the service 
activation system; 

receiving an authentication status from the service activation system and, if authenticated: 
initiating a network address change request using a dynamic host configuration protocol 
(DHCP), 

whereby a second network address allocated to second service provider by the cabJe 
access infrastructure is assigned to the network access device, the second network address being 
utilized by the network access device to communicate data packets over the cable access 
infrastructure to the second service network^ and the first network address is released without 
changing the u s er credentials of the subsoriber for th e fir s t s e rv i ce network . 



8 



PACE 13/18 • RCVD AT 3/30/2005 8:48:10 PM [Eastern Standard Time) • SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/1 * DNtS:8729306 * CBID: 120354761 29 * DURATION (mm-ss): 12-18 



